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PERISCOPE. 


seen. For the insomnia, which was largely due to the severe 
tremors, chloral hydrate, in combination with small doses of mor¬ 
phine, were given : chloral hydrate, one half gramme ; morphine, 
one one-thousandth gramme, at night. This secured sleep, but 
had no effect upon the movements. For the tremors, large doses 
of valerian and potassium bromide were administered, with the 
result of producing great improvement. About eight grammes 
of the bromide in an infusion of valerian were given daily. 

Nitrate of silver was prescribed for two months, but with no 
effect. 

Curare given hypodermically in doses of o.oii to 0.022 grammes, 
caused great diminution in the tremors. One injection of the 
larger dose produced effects which lasted about three days. The 
curare was dissolved in acidulated water. 

Galvanization of the brain, kathode to brow, anode to neck, 
eight cells, one thousand Siemens’ units’ resistance, was employed, 
six times a week. The action “ was extraordinarily favorable.” 
For the sweating, atropin and ergot were given. This not only 
checked the hyperidrosis, but had an unexpectedly good effect 
in lessening the tremors. 

Hyoscyaminum crystallis pur. was given in doses of a Single pill, 
containing 0.008 gramme. Improvement did not follow until toxic 
doses were taken. [At the last meeting of the American Medical 
Association, Dr. R. W. Amidon reported good results from the 
use of Merck’s hyocyamia.]— Centralbl. f. Nervenheilk ., Psych., u. 
gericht. Psychopath., May 1, 1883. 


Treatment of Spina Bifida by Periosteal Grafting.— 
Dr. Robert T. Hayes reports a case of spina bifida, in which he 
successfully removed the fluid and closed the spinal aperture with 
periosteal grafts from a rabbit.— Medical Record, June 16, 1883. 


Catarrhal Headaches.- —Dr. Richard C. Brandeis calls at¬ 
tention to the catarrhal element in the causation of many head¬ 
aches. Local treatment of the catarrh. By means of stimulants, 
sprays, etc., are of course indicated.— Medical Record, April 21, 
1883. 


Menthol for the Relief of Pain. —Dr. D. M. Camman 
recommends an alcoholic solution of menthol, 3 i to § ss, painted 
over painful parts in cases of facial neuralgia, lumbago, pleuro¬ 
dynia. He finds it a very useful application, acting well when 
iodine and the ordinary liniments fail.— Medical Record, April 28, 
1883.. 


Treatment of Brain-Exhaustion by Prolonging Sleep.— 
Dr. G. Leonard Corning, in a suggestive article upon brain-ex¬ 
haustion, calls attention to the value of prolonging brain-rest, 
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especially by prolonging sleep. The use of baths, electricity, 
exercise, etc., is recommended.— Medical Record , April 7, 1883. 


HUsculine. —This substance, obtained from the Indian chestnut, 
(izsculus Mppocastanmn ), has been used in Italy in the treatment of 
neuralgia. Dr. Balthazar Testa has investigated its physiological 
properties, and finds that it exaggerates tactile and pathric sensa¬ 
tion, and has a stimulating action on the medulla.— Gaz. internaz. 
scienze. med., 1882, p. 608. 


Physiological and Therapeutical Properties of Nitro¬ 
glycerine. —Dr. Henri Huchard read a paper upon the above 
subject before the Socidtd de Thdrapeutique. He reviews the 
history of the drug, and confirms the experiences of others as to 
its usefulness in angina pectoris and nervous affections with cere¬ 
bral anaemia and vertigo.— Bulletin general de therapy April 30, 
1883. 


The Treatment of Chorea with Leiter’s Coils. —Galvaqui 
reports one case of obstinate chorea treated successfully by the 
application of Leiter’s coils to the spine. The treatment occupied 
fifteen days.— Gazz. d. Ospit. Memorabilien , Oct. 15, 1883. 


Treatment of Tabes with the Faradic Brush. —Fischer 
of Cronstadt reviews the various recent additions to the therapeu¬ 
tics of tabes, -and endorses largely from his own experience the use 
of the faradic brush as advocated by Rumpf.— Correspondenzbl., 
des wiirtz. artz. Landesvereins, 1883, No. 22. 

C. L. Dana. 


Correction. —In the number of this Journal for July, 1883, 
in the abstract of Prof. B. G. Wilder’s paper “ On some Points in 
the Anatomy of the Human Brain,” read before the American 
Neurological Association, June 22, 1883, for the word Vericulum , 
in two places on page 533, should be subtituted Vinculum. —Ed. 
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